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Evolution of Greek agriculture with emphasis on Interwar period: A historical
approach

Abstract. This article reviews the main events composing the developments of
Greek agriculture during the Interwar period, paying tribute principally to
agriculturists, the main actors to whom the State assigned the task and who bore the
burden of materializing State’s policy. However, a brief account is given at first to
Greek agricultural evolution in the 19th century after the War of Independence of
Greece from the Ottoman Empire in 1821, in order to pose the questions and give the
physiognomy of the environment wherein various events took place. Such events
included the struggle of landless peasants for settlement — a promise given by the State
to the veterans of the War of Independence — as well as the Parliamentary Law for the
expropriation of big estates (tsifliks) and the efforts for the agricultural settlement of
native peasants. As regards the Interwar period there were two colossal tasks to be
accomplished. Firstly, the final agricultural settlement of landless peasants, together
with that of 1.3 million of Greek refugees arriving at mainland after the Greek
catastrophic defeat by the Turks in Minor Asia in 1922. Secondly, the successful
tackling of the greatest problem of the Greek agricultural history, namely wheat self-
sufficiency and the rise of wheat production as well as the protection of wheat
producers, who otherwise would be a prey to usurers’ mercy. In addition, further
milestones were laid in Greek agriculture during the Interwar period such as the
establishment of the Ministry of Agriculture, the foundation of Agricultural Bank, the
Agricultural University in Athens, the adoption of the Co-operatives Law, the great
efforts for land reclamation and the introduction in the cultivation of modern
agricultural machinery. Furthermore, brief account is also given to developments of
Greek agriculture from 1940 onwards, including the confrontation of local people’s
famine during German Occupation through food provisioning, the Resistance, as well
as the Civil War, the Truman Doctrine, the Marshal Plan, Food and Agriculture
Organization mission to Greece and the country’s Reconstruction, arriving at Greece’s
entry as a full member to the European Economic Community on 1st January 1981.
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Introduction.

The Interwar period from an agricultural point of view has been characterized as
an “agricultural miracle”. In general, Greece has a long and eventful history (Clogg,
2002). Being a mountainous country with Mediterranean climate, could not nourish
large population, so that, since ancient times, big cities like Athens, imported
considerable part of wheat required from abroad. This lack of wheat turned Greeks to
the sea, reached naval supremacy, made colonies round the Mediterranean basin and
the Black Sea, thus giving the Hellenic civilization to the humanity. Later on, in
Byzantium, the torch was taken by Thessaloniki and Constantinople which were
distinguished in the roads of international trade. Eventually, Hellenic people won top
naval position globally for almost 3000 years up till now. This top naval position is
still ongoing despite that Greece is a relatively small country.

Even if it seems oxymoron, starting-point for a brave uplift for Greece in the
agricultural sector was the most tragic year of its modern history i.e. 1922, after the
catastrophe they suffered in Minor Asia. It was in this tragic scene when, as an
expression of contradiction which characterizes the Hellenic race, the great agricultural
epic of the Interwar period was born. Following the Parliamentary Law for the creation
of Central Agricultural Co-operatives Administration and the establishment of the
Ministry of Agriculture during WWI, at that period the native landless peasants’ but
also the refugees’ settlement was completed. In addition, Agricultural Bank was
established and land reclamation works started, but especially the dragged-on question
for wheat self-sufficiency was tackled and the foundations were put for solving this
major problem.

The purpose of the present article is to lighten the relevant historiography so that
make known to a broader readership the achievements of Greek agriculturists this era,
so that this period to be called as an “agricultural miracle”.

Methodology.

The present study tries to put past events composing of works which took place
in the agricultural sector during the Interwar period in chronological order. It
necessitated the use of archive material taken from various sites throughout Greece,
mainly the library of Agricultural University of Athens. Additionally, the author, by
reviewing this issue, made use of further sources including dissertations, books,
symposia proceedings or scientific journals. Finally, the author used also a narrative
approach by interviewing in the past various people who lived and worked for Greek
agriculture in the Interwar era. In this respect I talked to Prof. Andreas I. Karamanos,
son of loannis Stav. Karamanos, Director General in the epic of agricultural settlement
of Greek refugees after the Catastrophe in Minor Asia, but I talked also, just before he
died, to Prof. loannis Papadakis, the one who solved the greatest problem of Greek
history, that of achieving wheat self-sufficiency.
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Results and Discussion.

Reference to Greek agriculture since the War of Independence from
Ottoman Empire up to the end of WWI (World War One).

From year 1821 to 1918.

The arrival of loannis Kapodistrias at Greece in January 1828 is usually
considered as starting point for the date of the Modern Greek History, although
Greece’s Independence was declared in 1830 and the borders of its territory were
eventually fixed in 1832 (Dakin, 1952). With the beginning of 1827, the situation in
Greece had come to a terrible situation and the Greeks finding themselves in front of a
dead end, due to the existing civil wars in the country, they decided, above all, to call
as a leader a Greek from abroad, since nobody was proposed by the natives. Thus, on
14 April 1827, the Hellenic General Assembly in Trizina elected loannis Kapodistrias,
minister of Foreign Eastern Affairs of the Char Alexander I at the time. Kapodistrias
before arriving at Greece visited various places in Europe to meet members of
Philhellenism movement and among them the Swiss banker John-Gabriel Eynard, who
became invaluable supporter of his country (Trelawny, 1858).

Arriving at Greece, Kapodistrias found the country in a situation of anarchy. He
quickly improved the situation of the country, causing, however, strong and ruthless
opposition. So he rushed to the organization of the State according to the Western way
of life. His tireless and versatile diligence caused the admiration of the others.
Unfortunately, due to the sudden leap in transplanting institutions from abroad, namely
the West, with simultaneous ignorance on the internal traditions of the community he
failed in his attempt for agricultural reforms and caused criticism to his policy.

Despite the mentality of locals to adopt Western ideas, as far as the agricultural
reform is concerned, Kapodistrias put emphasis on strengthening of agriculture, the
basic pylon of Greek economy. Poverty, anarchy and lack of means of production, as
well as of high yielding animals, were characteristic of that era in Greece. He believed
in possibilities of development for plant and animal production, which constitute the
main means for the country to rely on its own resources. For the better coordination of
his agricultural policy, he established in Tyrintha of Peloponnese a State-owned farm
with a model of Agricultural School. However, the measures he undertook could not
have substantial results, since the landless peasants had not acquired their own land.
Finally, his opponents managed to assassinate him on 27 September 1831 at the town
of Nauplia (Woodhouse, 1973).

Before he died, Kapodistrias had called a distinguished Greek agriculturist from
France. His name was Gregorios Palaiologos and he appointed him as director of the
Agricultural School at Tyrintha 1830. This man offered great services to the affair of
Greek agriculture. However, after Kapodistrias® assassination, Palaiologos became a
victim of political parties’ passions and of the phenomenon of position-seekers, which
had emerged from the very first years after the War of Independence. Thus, Palaiologos
soon after, driven to despair, left his position and the country. But also, all his
successors had the same destiny, so that the Agricultural School at Tyrintha came to a
definite close in 1872.
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Another agricultural issue one would consider during this period was the raisin or
currant crises which was accompanied by the country’s bankruptcy and defeat by the
Turks in 1897. The average size of Greek holdings was small and to that size suited the
cultivation of raisins. In this respect, the vineyards of North and Western Peloponnese
were thriving and their product was exported to the market of Great Britain.As a matter
of fact, after the appearance of extremely harmful insect Phylloxera (Phylloxera
vastatrix or vitifolia) in 1878 in French vineyards, the demand of Greek raisins for
export increased considerably. But when the French vineyards recovered after control
of Phylloxera, the demand for Greek raisins dropped dramatically and the relevant
producers were bankrupted, while unemployment prevailed. Then, Greece could not
borrow money from abroad and eventually was bankrupted in 1897. The same period
a small group of young officers wanted to expand Greece’s borders at the time. This
alarmed the Turks and Greece as not prepared enough for a war was eventually
defeated.

During that period, some achievements took place in the agricultural sector, such
as the Parliamentary voting of the Law No 602 for the establishment of central and
peripheral unions of Agricultural Cooperatives in 1914 and the establishment of
Ministry of Agriculture in 1917, where dominant role had played the distinguished
agriculturist Spyridon Chasiotis. The establishment of Agricultural bank took place in
1929 with main actor the agriculturist Socrates lasemides. Great scientists emerged
that era like Panagiotis Gennadios in plant production and Raylond Dimitriades in
animal production. The latter, more than one hundred years ago, expressed ideas on
animal physiology and metabolism which take precedence over some of the innovative
ones of today (Zoiopoulos & Drosinos, 2010). It should be stated also that during this
period two schools —no university level though— one was the Averofian Agricultural
School in Larissa and the other the American Farm School started operating in
Thessaloniki (Marder, 1979).

However, the questions still pending during the period up to the end of WWI were,
on the one hand the struggle of landless peasants for settlement, a promise given by the
state to veterans of the War of Independence from Ottoman Empire —and on the other,
the Parliamentary Law for the expropriation of big private estates (tsifliks) (Evelpides,
1933a). Governments at the time tried to care about peasants since the agricultural
political parties had a big number of supporters (Hobsbawm, 1973), so that one could
call 20th century as the century of peasant wars (Dakin, 1972; Wolf, 1999). This Law
eventually was issued but was ineffective until 1922 when the Greek catastrophe in
Minor Asia took place (Alivizatos, 1932; Kane & Mann, 1993).

The Interwar period (1919-1939).

1920 was a milestone year for agriculture in Greece since the first University level
institution was established in Athens, the so-called Superior Agricultural School of
Athens. This was the result of the efforts mainly of the eminent agriculturist Spyridon
Chasiotis, who, as it was mentioned above, he was also the man by whom the
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establishment of the Ministry of Agriculture was achieved in 1917. Chasiotis was
appointed professor and first director of the Superior School.

However, in year 1920, something unexpected happened in the political life of
Greece. In brief, the greatest Greek politician of the 20th century, the Cretan Liberal
Eleftherios Venizelos, was forced to declare elections in 1920 although he could delay
it for a while. Venizelos, contrary to the king of Greece Konstantinos I, foresaw the
eventual victory of the Anglo-French alliance, the so-called Entente, against the
Germans in WWI and supported Entente, while the king who had married Kaizer’s
sister Sophia, he wanted Greece to remain neutral. Then a schism was created between
the government and the palace. Eventually, King Konstantinos was overthrown by
Entente and succeeded by his son Alexander. After the victorious outcome of the war
for Entente, the latter granted to Greece, through Venizelos, the city of Smyrna and the
surrounding area in Minor Asia.

However, Venizelos’ opposition forced him to hold elections on the ground that
Greek soldiers who fought continuously for eight years since 1912 in Balcan Wars and
later in WWI, should be tired, thus they had to stop war and come back to their homes.
Greek people liked this idea and voted against Venizelos who lost the election, but after
the victorious election the Conservatives went back on their word and instead of
stopping the War they ordered the army to go far in the interior of Turkey, without
being able to assist with arms and food supplies the extremely long frontier. Then a
gifted leader emerged for Turkey, namely Kemal Ataturk and Turks won the War so
that 1.3 million Greek refugees were forced to leave their home places. These people
were helped by Greek ships to cross the Aegean Sea and escape to the Greek mainland.

When one refers to Greece of 1922, he/she talks about a country which was
coming out of catastrophe in Minor Asia. This poor country of 5.5 million people, with
dominant problem that of lack of wheat, had to nourish 1.3 million of ragged refugees
who had to share the little cultivated land with the natives, who were producing mainly
for self-maintenance. In addition, the landless ones as tenant farmers (crofters) were
still waiting for settlement in the framework of agrarian reforms, which took place in
1917, when Law No 1072 had been voted in the Parliament. This Law which
constituted the most daring piece of legislation produced in Modern Greece, it had not
been applied until the catastrophe in Minor Asia. One could not imagine worse
combination of adverse conditions for Greece other than those of 1922 (Eddy, 1931;
Mazower, 1987, 1991; Seferiadis, 1999).

There were two kinds of settlements for refugees. The urban one round the two
big cities of Greece namely Athens in the south (Kritikos, 2000) and Thessaloniki in
the north, as well as the agricultural one mainly in the north districts i.e. Macedonia
and Thrace. Venizelos favoured the exchange of populations between Greece and
Turky, since, in this sense, State lands would be set free, mainly in Macedonia and
Thrace, where they could host the eradicated Greek refugees from Minor Asia.
Thoughts on the exchange of populations have been published by Pentzopoulos (1962),
Kritikos (2001), Petropoulos (1976) and Ladas (1931). The agricultural settlement of
refugees which is an issue of political and sociological nature, was assigned by the
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State to agriculturists, although the latter had not heard anything about colonization in
their studies.

For the agricultural settlement of refugees at Macedonia and Thrace, as leader was
appointed by the State the eminent agriculturist [oannis Stav. Karamanos (Morgenthau,
1929). 1t should be stated at this point that the struggle of peasants for reforms in
Greece, which started early in the 20th century, continued also during the Interwar
period. For the issue of refugees’ settlement Howland (1926) and Evelpides (1926)
have reported in extent. The agricultural colonization of refugees appears to be more
difficult than the urban one, since, in addition, land should have been secured for them.
Furthermore, it should be stressed that the settlement of refugees in Greece, together
with that of the landless native peasants was effected without any bloodshed, whereas
the agricultural reform in Spain during the Interwar period, lead to a bloody Civil War
conflict, between the Democrats then in power and the forces of Dictator Franco who
eventually prevailed (Malefakis, 1970).

The CSR (Commission for the Settlement of Refugees) was set up by the Society
of Nations (the nowadays Organization of the United Nations). First President of the
CSR was Henry Morgenthau. This man was succeeded by Charles Howland in 1924
and Charles Eddy in 1926. Henry Morgenthau described the Greek Director General
of CSR Ioannis Karamanos as «He was a flashing figure like that of the Homer’s hero
Achilles, born leader» (Morgenthau, 1929). For the issue of refugees settlement in
Greece wrote, among others, Kontogeorgi (1976).

Let us now proceed to the next big question for Greek Agriculture in the Interwar
period, namely the efforts for achieving wheat self-sufficiency for the country. Greece
compared to the major wheat granaries of the world i.e. Ukraine in Europe and Canada
in the Americas, was characterized by the lack of wheat production. Greece being a
mountainous country, with Mediterranean climate and few rainfalls, could not nourish
large population. Lack of wheat refers to bread production for humans. For animal
sector other cereals were grown like barley, oats, rye, whereas sheep and goats were
kept in a nomadic way utilizing mountainous grass lands. The lack of wheat was the
most crucial question to be answered in Greek agricultural history. Even if it seems
oxymoron, starting point for a brave uplift for Greece in this sector, namely wheat self-
sufficiency, was the most tragic year in its Modern history i.e. 1922 and this issue was
developed just above in the present paper. It was in this tragic scene where, as an
expression of a contradiction which characterizes the Hellenic race, the great
agricultural epic of the Interwar period was born. Here another paradox happened. The
man who took the solution of the most difficult problem of Greece, i.e. wheat self-
sufficiency upon his shoulders, was a 20 year old agriculturist, just having graduated
from Belgium. His name loannis Papadakis.

The author of the present study has published an extensive article in this journal
the last couple of years about the Greek scientist loannis Papadakis (1903—-1997) as
being one of the greatest national and ecumenical agriculturists of the 20th century
(Zoiopoulos, 2024). In brief, Papadakis studied agriculture in Gembloux near Liege,
Belgium and did post-graduate studies in plant propagation in Paris. Returned to
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Greece in 1923 as a lecturer of agronomy in the newly established Agricultural
University of Athens. There, Professor Spyridon Chasiotis directed him to deal with
tackling the problem of wheat self-sufficiency. They appointed him at a new institution
in the granary of Greece namely Larissa, and after that loannis Karamanos, Director
General of CSR, called him to Thessaloniki in the North of Greece, where he built an
Institution for Plant Improvement, so that Papadakis worked in the framework of CSR.

Blaxter (1976) spoke about “the art and science of agriculture”. loannis Papadakis
was a versatile genius. He was highly qualified in Mathematics, Statistics as Biometry
in particular, Soil Science (Papadakis, 1941a; 1941b), while he wrote the eleven large
size pages entry «Soils» in Encyclopedia Britannica (Papadakis, 1998). In addition,
Ioannis Papadakis dealt with ecological issues (Papadakis, 1964), but also with social,
political and economic subjects. Furthermore, Papadakis devoted himself to the supply
of Greece with fertilizers, something which was enhanced with the visit of FAO (Food
and Agriculture Organization) mission to Greece (Anonymous, 1947). Papadakis with
his efforts on agronomy research managed to increase Greece’s yearly wheat
production by three times in fifteen years from 1923 to 1938, but wheat self-sufficiency
for the country was achieved only by 1957 after the propagation for the use of chemical
fertilizers. The rational use of fertilizers is important for a country (Arapostathis, 2017).

Although there was some criticism for the application of single wheat cultivation
in Greece,i.e. Ploumidis (2024), who argued whether emphasis should be given to
single wheat cultivation by neglecting other crops like forages, nevertheless the need
for reaching wheat sustainability in a country is well documented (Korpetis et al, 2023;
Tsompanoglou, 2024; Xynias et al, 2020). Jonathan Swift in his book «Gulliver’s
Travels» quotes: « Whoever could make two ears of corn or two blades of grass to grow
upon a spot of ground where only one grew before would deserve better of
mankind...». At this point, it should be noted that Papadakis had published a book in
French titled «Ecologie Agricole» (Papadakis, 1938), and when Argentina called him
to organize the ecological map of the country in 1947 he emigrated to that country
permanently, since some rivals researchers in Greece accused him unfairly of being a
Leftist.

During the Interwar period, further important agricultural feats where achieved in
Greece. Firstly, land reclamation works were started, whereby poor lands where
converted to irrigated ones and secondly extensive works were effected on land
draining to improve land fertility. The same period, a second Agricultural University
was established in 1927 in the north as department of the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki, and a number of research institutions were built and started operating
throughout the country. One should not forget to refer to the Balcan conferences which
took place during the Interwar period around the year 1930, to improve friendship and
commercial cooperation between Balkan countries, during this difficult period
(Evelpides, 1930; Papanastasiou, 1932).

In the political scene, Greece stopped operating as a kingdom and from 1924 the
State’s regime was turned to be a Republic. But this did not last for long
(Mavrogordatos, 1983), since from 1935, after a referendum, King George II was
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called back to reign. During the period of the Republic, and following the economic
Crash of 1929 in the States which influenced the international economic situation and
the trade of agricultural commodities, Greece pursued the policy of autarky. However,
this lead to autarchy rather imposed by dictator General loannis Metaxas in August
1936, which lasted until the invasion of Germans to Greece in April 1941 (Cliadakis,
1979; Mazower, 1987, 1991; Sarandis, 1979; Veremis, 1976; Waterlow, 1947).

During the Metaxas’ junta in 1937 an event took place which affected adversely
higher agricultural education in Greece. Actually, Babis Alivizatos submitted his
candidature for a professorship in the Superior School of Agriculture in Athens. He
was a man of high scientific caliber, warm-hearted supporter of the agricultural reforms
in Greece in favour for the settlement of the landless peasants (Alivizatos, 1932).
Unfortunately, Alivizatos earlier had expressed the view that the central School of
Agriculture should be moved outside of the capital, to the countryside and he paid
dearly for that, since the electorate punished him and voted against his election at the
university chair. However, Alivizatos was a fellow-townsman of dictator Metaxas, 1.e.
from the island of Cephalonia in the Ionian Sea. Then, the dictator ordered the closure
of the School of Agriculture in Athens and the latter was transferred to Thessaloniki.
The School returned to Athens in 1943 during German Occupation, when a member of
the quisling Government of the collaborators G. Pamboukas was elected professor at
the School and this man cared so that the closed institution returns to Athens.

The Bitter Decade 1940—-1950.

One could divide that period in five parts: 1) the epic of the defending war of
Greece in Albania 2) the German Occupation of Greece 3) the Resistance of the
natives 4) the Liberation of the country from the Germans and 5) the bloody Civil War.
Woodhouse (1981) refers to that period but only from a political point of view. Little
has been written about agricultural events. After Greece’s army had beaten Mussolini’s
troops as part of the Axis in the soil of Albania from 28th October 1940 and for six
months, eventually Greek Army was defeated by German invaders and Greece was
occupied from 21st April 1941 for almost four years. The main problem for Greece
during Occupation from Germans was to tackle the harsh famine by providing food to
the people.

For German Occupation of Greece and Resistance, as well as the Civil War,
Woodhouse (1947, 1976, 1981) has written in extent. It should be underlined that the
first winter of the German Occupation was extremely cold and the situation was made
much worse due to the lack of food, since the first 15000 tones of food from the Red
Cross came from abroad via Turkey in the mid of 1942. At that year, deaths from
starvation and famine, mainly for children in urban parts of the country, were the
highest, through the period of Occupation, while «black market», inflation and violence
prevailed (Kazamias, 1992). During German Occupation, in the framework of Greek
Resistance, the organization NLF (National Liberation Front) started operating by both
rights (Conservatives) and leftists (Communists). However, these people at the end of
the Occupation period appeared to be divided. At the beginning of the Liberation period
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elections were held in Greece, but the leftists did not participate and chose a guerilla
Civil War instead, with bloodshed for both sides (Iatrides & Wringley, 1995; Mathews,
1972; Tsoucalas, 1969; Vlavianos, 1989; Woodhouse, 1947). In 1947 Truman
Doctrine, and in a few weeks, the Marshall plan were announced. These were aiming
at the financial support, among other Western countries of Greece, with a view to
limiting the expanding of Communism from neighbouring countries (Alexander, 1982;
Delivanis, 1967; Mazower, 2000; McNeill, 1978; Shaw, 1969; Warren, 1978; Xydis,
1967).

After the German Occupation an unexpected phenomenon took place in Greece.
As a matter of fact, during the Greek civil war which followed the German Occupation,
various position-seekers belonging to the right-wing who prevailed at the time, accused
some rival scientists of being leftists, but this was unfair. It was mentioned earlier that
one who suffered from this, was loannis Papadakis, who emigrated to Argentina for
long. Another was Demetrius Kavadas who was the founder of science of
Phytopathology in Greece and taught also Botany. After the WWII he was fired from
the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki forever. Following that, Kavadas wrote the
colossal nine volume Botanical Dictionary. But the most distinct case was that of
Professor Nikolaos Roussopoulos. The latter was fired from the Agricultural
University chair at Athens in 1945 for five years. He was teaching the fundamental
subject of agricultural chemistry. After coming back, he was elected twice as rector of
the University and eventually Member of Athens Academy. N. Roussopoulos during
the Greek Civil War wrote the book «Introduction to the Laws of Plant Yieldsy,
whereby, forgetting the so far generalized descriptive nature of agricultural education,
he moved towards a quantitative approach, by introducing mathematics in the
education of agricultural subjects.

From 1950 up Till Now.

There are plenty of activities which constitute what one would call agriculture, as
regards plant but also animal production. In Greece, the main cultivated crop is olive
tree. Together with two other countries round the Mediterranean basin i.e. Spain and
Italy, these are the biggest olive oil producing countries in the world. Cotton also is an
important crop in Greece (Christides & Harrison, 1951). Actually, Greece was the only
cotton producing Member State when entered into the EEC (European Economic
Community) in 1981. As far as animal production is concerned the most important
branch, practiced in Greece, is sheep and goats production, kept in a rather extensive
way (Volanis et al, 2007). Following quite a long period of democracy in Greece, a
new junta by the so-called army Colonels was imposed in 1967, which after seven years
of governing, led to another catastrophe of the Hellenism in Cyprus in 1974. The only
case an agricultural activity was improved during dictatorship was pig production. Pig
production in Greece (Zoiopoulos, 1986) is connected to a special dish, namely
«souvlaki», whose consumption is associated with the development of tourism. Greece
at the time was much far from being self sufficient in pork. The government then
financed and subsidized generously this sector and eventually Greece reached self-

198


https://www.hst-journal.com/

https://www.hst-journal.com Icmopia nayku [ mexuiku 2026, mom 16, sunyck 1
e-1SSN 2415-7430 p-ISSN 2415-7422 History of science and technology, 2026, vol. 16, issue 1

sufficiency i pork. It should be mentioned that, from end of ’50s, a new dynamic
sector, that of aquaculture (fish farming), started being developed in Greece.

After the fall of junta in 1974, Greece living under a democratic regime and based
on the vision and efforts of the elected Prime Minister Constantine Karamanlis on 1st
January 1981 joined the EEC as its 10th Member State. Then Greece started
participating in various Community research projects, particularly in the more critical
area, that of animal production (Henry, Vogt, & Zoiopoulos, 1988). The various
agricultural matters within the EEC (now EU (European Union) have been always
governed by the Community Legislation and, in this respect, Greece did not constitute
an exception (Katogianni et al., 2008).

During its stay in the EU, Greece had to face and control certain food crises, like
the one on dioxins (Natskoulis & Zoiopoulos, 2014). It should be mentioned that the
impact of such crises, like the one with dioxins, which resulted to the drop of Jean-
Luke Dean’s government in Brussels, is terrible. In tackling food crises, Member States
had to apply new techniques in the area of food control such as HACCP (Hazard
Analysis and Critical Control Points) (Milios et al, 2013). Furthermore, another
delicate subject concerning the safety of the consumer was that of GMO’s (Genetically
Modified Organisms), particularly in the area of animal feeds, where maize, the top
cereal, and soya bean, the top plant protein in the world, are involved (Zoiopoulos,
1998; Zoiopoulos & Natskoulis, 2013). Eventually, new forms of a cleaner agriculture,
namely organic, free from the use of chemicals, were proposed and legislated upon by
the Community (Zoiopoulos and Hadjigeorgiou, 2013; Zoiopoulos & Natskoulis,
2025).

Conclusions.

Plethora of events took place in the sector of Agriculture in Greece, since the War
of Independence from the Ottoman Empire in 1821 till now. However, one should
distinguish two outstanding feats, which were achieved during the Interwar period.
First, the agricultural settlement of landless peasants, together with that of hundred
thousand of Greek refugees coming to mainland after the catastrophic war of Greece
in Minor Asia, and second the successful tackling of the greatest problem of the
Hellenic race, that of wheat self-sufficiency. The present article concludes with some
beneficial effects derived from the rational practicing of agriculture, after Greece’s
entering into the EEC in 1981.

Acknowledgement.

The author would like to express sincere gratitude to the staff of the library of
Agricultural University of Athens to allow him access to invaluable information for the
life and works of various agriculturists involved in the present study. In addition, he is
indebted to Andreas I. Karamanos, Member of Athens Academy, for advise on the
agricultural settlement of refugees and Dimitrios I. Christodoulou, former director of
the Research Sector of the FAO of the United Nations for his contribution in
commenting on the manuscript.

199


https://www.hst-journal.com/

https://www.hst-journal.com Icmopia nayku [ mexuiku 2026, mom 16, sunyck 1

e-1SSN 2415-7430 p-ISSN 2415-7422 History of science and technology, 2026, vol. 16, issue 1
Funding.

This work received no external funding.

Conflict of Interest.
The author declares no conflict of interest.

References

Alexander, G. M. (1982). The Prelude to the Truman Doctrine: British Policy in
Greece 1944—1947. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

Alivizatos, B. (1932). La reforme agraire en Grece du point de vue economique et
social. (These de doctorat). Université de Paris Faculté de Droit, Paris [in French].

Anonymous. (1947). FAO Mission for Greece. Washington D.C.: Food and
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations.

Arapostathis, S. (2017). Fertilising farms and institutional authorities. HoST — Journal
of History of Science and Technology, 11(1), 10-33. https://doi.org/10.1515/host-
2017-0002

Blaxter, K. L. (1976). The art and science of agriculture: The Messel lecture. Chemistry
and Industry, 14, 577-580. Retrieved from
https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/doi/full/10.5555/19760747329

Christides, B. E., & Harrison, J. A. (1955). Cotton Growing Problems. New Y ork: Mac
Grow-Hill.

Cliadakis, H. (1979). The political and diplomatic background to the Metaxas
Dictatorship: 1935-1936. Journal of Contemporary History, 14(1), 117-138.
https://doi.org/10.1177/002200947901400106

Clogg, R. (2002). 4 Concise History of Greece. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Dakin, D. (1952). The origins of the Greek revolution of 1821. History, 37(131), 228—
235. https://doi.org/10.1111/].1468-229X.1952.tb00240.x

Dakin, D. (1972). Unification of Greece. 1770—1923. New York: St. Martin's Press.

Delivanis, D. (1967). Marshall Plan in Greece. Balkan Studies, 8, 333-338. Retrieved
from https://0js.lib.uom.gr/index.php/BalkanStudies/article/view/1071/1080

Eddy, Ch. (1931). Greece and Greek Refugees. London: George Allen and Unwin Ltd.

Evelpides, Ch. (1926). La reforme agraire en Grece. Athens [in French].

Evelpides, Ch. (1930). Les etats Balkaniques: Etude compare politique, sociale et
economique. Paris: Rousseau [in French].

Evelpides, Ch. (1933a). L ‘Agriculture Greque. Athens [in French].

Evelpides, Ch. (1933b). La Cooperation des Pays Balcanique dans la Domaine du
Credit Agricole. Athens [in French].

Henry, Y., Vogt, H., & Zoiopoulos, P. (1988). Feed evaluation and nutritional
requirements: 4. Pigs and poultry. Livestock Production Science, 19(1-2), 299—
354. https://doi.org/10.1016/0301-6226(88)90095-4

200


https://www.hst-journal.com/
https://doi.org/10.1515/host-2017-0002
https://doi.org/10.1515/host-2017-0002
https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/doi/full/10.5555/19760747329
https://doi.org/10.1177/002200947901400106
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-229X.1952.tb00240.x
https://ojs.lib.uom.gr/index.php/BalkanStudies/article/view/1071/1080
https://doi.org/10.1016/0301-6226(88)90095-4

https://www.hst-journal.com Icmopia nayku [ mexuiku 2026, mom 16, sunyck 1
e-1SSN 2415-7430 p-ISSN 2415-7422 History of science and technology, 2026, vol. 16, issue 1

Hobsbawm, E. J. (1973). Peasants and politics. The Journal of Peasant Studies, 1(1),
3-22. https://doi.org/10.1080/03066157308437870

Howland, Ch. P. (1926). Greece and her refugees. Foreign Affairs, 4(4), 613—623.
https://doi.org/10.2307/20028488

latrides, J., & Wringley, L. (Eds). (1995). Greece at the crossroads: The civil war and
its legacy. Pensylvania: The Pensylvania State University.

Kane, A., & Mann, M. (1992). A theory of early twentieth-century agrarian politics.
Social Science History, 16(3), 421-454. https://doi.org/10.2307/1171390

Katogianni, 1., Zoiopoulos, P. E., Adamidis, C., & Fegeros, C. (2008). Comparison of
two broiler genotypes grown under the provisions of EU organic legislation.
European Poultry Science, 72(3), 116—120. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0003-
9098(25)00889-6

Kazamias, G. A. (1992). Turks, Swedes and famished Greeks: Some aspects of famine
relief in occupied Greece, 1941-1944. Balkan Studies, 33(2), 253—-307. Retrieved
from https://o0js.lib.uom.gr/index.php/BalkanStudies/article/view/221/228

Korpetis, E., Ninou, E., Mylonas, I, Ouzounidou, G., Xynias, I. N., &
Mavromatis, A.G. (2023). Bread wheat landraces adaptability to low input
agriculture. Plants, 12(13), 2561. https://doi.org/10.3390/plants12132561

Kritikos, G. (2000). State policy and the urban employment of refugees: The Greek
case  (1923-1930). European  Review of History, 7, 189-206.
https://doi.org/10.1080/713666751

Kritikos, G. (2001). Integration of refugees in religious context. Balkan Studies, 42(2),
245-266. Retrieved from
https://ojs.lib.uom.gr/index.php/BalkanStudies/article/view/3324/3349

Ladas, S. P. (1931). The Exchange of Minorities: Bulgaria, Greece and Turkey. New
York: Macmillan.

Malefakis, E. (1970). Agrarian Reforms and Peasant Revolution in Spain: Origins of
the Civil War. New Haven & London: Yale University Press.

Marder, B. (1979). Stewards of the Land: The American Farm School and Modern
Greece. New York: Columbia University Press.

Mathews, K. (1972). Memoirs of a mountain war: Greece 1944—1949. London:
Longman.

Mavrogordatos, G. (1983). Stillborn Republic: Social Coalitions and Party Strategies
in Greece, 1922—1936. Berkeley and Los Angles: University of California Press.

Mazower, M. (1987). Towards Autarky: The recovery from Crisis in Greece (Doctoral
dissertation). Oxford University, Oxford.

Mazower, M. (1991). Greece and the Interwar Economic Crisis. Oxford: Clarendon
Press. Oxford Historical Monographs.
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:0s0/9780198202059.001.0001

Mazower, M. (2000). After the war was over: Reconstructing the family, Nation and
State in Greece, 1943—1960. New Jersey: Princeton University Press. Retrieved
from http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1dxg87r

201


https://www.hst-journal.com/
https://doi.org/10.1080/03066157308437870
https://doi.org/10.2307/20028488
https://doi.org/10.2307/1171390
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0003-9098(25)00889-6
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0003-9098(25)00889-6
https://ojs.lib.uom.gr/index.php/BalkanStudies/article/view/221/228
https://doi.org/10.3390/plants12132561
https://doi.org/10.1080/713666751
https://ojs.lib.uom.gr/index.php/BalkanStudies/article/view/3324/3349
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198202059.001.0001
http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1dxg87r

https://www.hst-journal.com Icmopia nayku [ mexuiku 2026, mom 16, sunyck 1
e-1SSN 2415-7430 p-ISSN 2415-7422 History of science and technology, 2026, vol. 16, issue 1

McNeill, W. H. (1978). The metamorphosis of Greece since World War I1. Chicago:
Chicago University Press.

Milios, K., Zoiopoulos, P. E., Pantouvakis, A., Mataragas, M., & Drosinos, E. (2013).
Technomanagerial factors related to food safety management system in food
business. British Food Journal, 11509), 1381-1399.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/BFJ-11-2011-0284

Morgenthau, H. (1929). I Was Sent to Athens. New York: Duramand Co.

Natskoulis, P. 1., & Zoiopoulos, P. E. (2014). Feed undesirable substances as food
contaminants. Part 2: Dioxins. Agro Food Industry Hi-Tech, 25(5), 49-52.
Retrieved from  https://www.teknoscienze.com/tks_article/feed-undesirable-
substances-as-food-contaminantspart-2-dioxins/

Papadakis, 1. (1938). Ecologie Agricole. Gemblaux: Biblioteque Agronomique Belge.

Papadakis, 1. (1941a). A rapid soil test: The 1-gram ball resistance. Soil science, 51(3),
219-222. https://doi.org/10.1097/00010694-194103000-00006

Papadakis, 1. (1941b). Soil reaction and varietal adaptation of wheat. Soil Science,
52(1), 59-62. https://doi.org/10.1097/00010694-194107000-00005

Papadakis, I. (1964). Crop ecology and agricultural development. Field Crop
Abstracts, 17, 85-88.

Papadakis, 1. (1998). Soils. The Encyclopaedia Britannica, Macropaedia (15th edition)
(pp. 441-451). London: Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc.

Papanastasiou, Al. (1932). La politique sociale de la Grece. Les Balkans, 2(17-18),
249-338 [in French].

Pentzopoulos, D. (1962). The Balkan Exchange of Minorities and its Impact upon
Greece. Paris: Mouton& Co. https://doi.org/10.1515/9783112415863

Petropoulos, J. A. (1976). The compulsory exchange of populations: Greek-Turkish
peace-making 1923-1930. Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies, 2, 135-160.
https://doi.org/10.1179/030701376790206199

Ploumidis, S. G. (2024). Extensively or intensively? Chrysos Evelpides’ views for the
question on the wheat self-sufficiency. In 1. Kriari (Ed.), Tribute to Chrysos
Evelpides (pp. 13—37). Athens: Institution of the Hellenic Parliament Publication
[in Greek].

Sarandis, C. (1979). The emergence of the right in Greece, 1922—1940. (Doctoral
dissertation). Oxford University, Oxford.

Seferiadis, S. (1999). Small rural ownership subsistence agriculture and peasant protest
in Interwar period. Journal of Modern Greek Studies, 17(2), 277-323.
https://doi.org/10.1353/mgs.1999.0034

Shaw, L. H. (1969). Post War Growth in Greek Agricultural Production: A Study in
Sectoral Outpur Change, Athens: Centre of Planning and Economy Research
Publication. Special Studies. Series 2. Athens, Greece: Center of Planning and
Economic Research.

Trelawny, Ed. (1858). Recollections of the last days of Shelley and Byron. London:
Edward Moxon Publishers. Retrieved from
https://lordbyron.org/contents.php?doc=EdTrela.1858.Contents

202


https://www.hst-journal.com/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/BFJ-11-2011-0284
https://www.teknoscienze.com/tks_article/feed-undesirable-substances-as-food-contaminantspart-2-dioxins/
https://www.teknoscienze.com/tks_article/feed-undesirable-substances-as-food-contaminantspart-2-dioxins/
https://doi.org/10.1097/00010694-194103000-00006
https://doi.org/10.1097/00010694-194107000-00005
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783112415863
https://doi.org/10.1179/030701376790206199
https://doi.org/10.1353/mgs.1999.0034
https://lordbyron.org/contents.php?doc=EdTrela.1858.Contents

https://www.hst-journal.com Icmopia nayku [ mexuiku 2026, mom 16, sunyck 1
e-1SSN 2415-7430 p-ISSN 2415-7422 History of science and technology, 2026, vol. 16, issue 1

Tsompanoglou, G. O. (2024). Sustainable development: Looking at the culture and
communication of the past to the future of sustainability in Greece. In Proceedings
of the 3rd International Scientific Conference “Greece — Europe 2030:
Education, Research, Innovation, New technologies, Institutions and Sustainable
Development” (pp. 1-15). Heraklion, 7-10 September 2023. Athens: Hellenic
Scientific  Institute of Economics of Education. Retrieved from
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/377467444

Tsoucalas, C. (1969). The Greek Tragedy. Harmondsworth: Penguin.

Veremis, T. (1976). The officer corps in Greece (1912—1936). Byzantine and Modern
Greek studies, 2, 113—133. https://doi.org/10.1179/030701376790206162

Vlavianos, H. (1989). The Greek Communist Party: in search for a revolution. In
J. latrides (Ed.), Resistance and Revolution in Mediterannean Europe: 1939—
1948  (pp. 157-212).  London & New  York:  Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003207016-5

Volanis, M., Stefanakis, A., Hadjigeorgiou, 1., & Zoiopoulos, P. E. (2007). Supporting
the extensive dairy sheep small holders of the semi-arid region of Crete through
technical intervention. Tropical Animal Health and Production, 39, 325-334.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11250-007-9019-z

Warren, J. F. (1998). Origin of the Greek economic miracle: The Truman Doctrine and
the Marshall Plan — Developments and stabilization of aid to Greece: A fifty year
retrospective. New York & Washington D.C.: American-Hellenic Institute
Foundation & The Academy of Political Science.

Waterlow, S. (1947). The decline and fall of democracy: 1933-1936. The Political
Quarterly, 18, 95—105. https://doi.org/10.1111/1.1467-923X.1947.tb01061 .x
Wolf, E. R. (1999). Peasants wars of the 20th century. Oklahoma City: University of

Oklahoma Press.

Woodhouse, C. M. (1947). Apple of Discord: A Survey of Recent Greek Politics in their
International Setting. London and New York: Hatchinson.

Woodhouse, C. M., (1971). Early British contact with Greek Resistance. Balkan
studies, 12(2), 347-363. Retrieved from
https://ojs.lib.uom.gr/index.php/BalkanStudies/article/view/908/916

Woodhouse, C. M. (1973). Capodistrias: The founder of the Greek Independence.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Woodhouse, C. M. (1976). The struggle for Greece: 1941—-1949. London: Hart-Davis,
MacGibbon.

Woodhouse, C. M. (1981). The National Liberation Front and the British Connection.
In: J. latrides (Ed.) “Greece in the 1940s: A nation in crisis” (pp. 81-101).
Hannover: University Press of New England,

Xydis, S. (1967). The Truman Doctrine in perpective. Balkan Studies, 8(2), 239-262.
Retrieved from
https://ojs.lib.uom.gr/index.php/BalkanStudies/article/view/1066/1075

Xynias, I. N., Mylonas, I., Korpetis, E., Ninou, E., Tsabala, A., Avdikos, I. D., &
Mavromatis, A. G. (2020). Durum wheat breeding in the Mediterranean region:

203


https://www.hst-journal.com/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/377467444
https://doi.org/10.1179/030701376790206162
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003207016-5
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11250-007-9019-z
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-923X.1947.tb01061.x
https://ojs.lib.uom.gr/index.php/BalkanStudies/article/view/908/916
https://ojs.lib.uom.gr/index.php/BalkanStudies/article/view/1066/1075

https://www.hst-journal.com Icmopia nayku [ mexuiku 2026, mom 16, sunyck 1
e-1SSN 2415-7430 p-ISSN 2415-7422 History of science and technology, 2026, vol. 16, issue 1

Current  status and  future  prospects.  Agronomy, 10(3), 432.
https://doi.org/10.3390/Agronomy10030432

Zoiopoulos, P. E. (1986). Pig production in Greece. Pig News and Information, 7(3),
325-328. Retrieved from
https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/doi/pdf/10.5555/19860100720

Zoiopoulos, P. E. (1998). Modified animal feeds must be put to the test. Nature, 394,
823. https://doi.org/10.1038/29627

Zoiopoulos, P. E. (2024). The national and ecumenical career of the eminent Greek
agriculturist loannis Papadakis. History of Science and Technology. 14(1), 103—
125. https://doi.org/10.32703/2415-7422-2024-14-1-103-125

Zoiopoulos, P. E. & Drosinos, E. H. (2010). The Animal Feed Question in the Shadow
of Contemporary Food Crises. The European Challenge. New York: Nova
Science Publications.

Zoiopoulos, P. E., & Hadjigeorgiou, I. (2013). Critical overview on organic legislation
for animal production: Towards conventionalization of the system?
Sustainability, 5, 3077-3094. https://doi.org/10.3390/su5073077

Zoiopoulos, P. E. & Natskoulis, P. 1. (2013). Foreign dietary DNA in animals and
safety evaluation of genetically modified feeds. Journal of the Hellenic Veterinary
Medicine Society, 64(1), 69—-83. https://doi.org/10.12681/jhvms.15481

Zoiopoulos, P. E. & Natskoulis, P. 1. (2025). Comments on EU legislation governing
organic animal production and the role of values in agriculture. Journal of the
Hellenic Veterinary Medicine Society 76(2), 8999-9008.
https://doi.org/10.12681/jhvms.39158

IManTeunic 3oiomyJioc
VuiBepcurer Aninu, ['peris

EBouronis ciibcbKoro rocnogapcersa I'penii y MisKBOCHHMM Mepioa: icTOpUIHMMA
miaxig

Anomauia. Y cmammi po3ensioaromuscs 0CHO8HI N00ii, W0 8U3HAYAIU PO3GUNOK
cinbevkoeo eocnooapemea I peyii 6 midiceoeHHULl nepioo, i3 0CcOOAUBOI YB8A20I0 00
azpapiis — 20J108HUX BUKOHABYIB, SKUM 0epicasa 00pyHuUla peanizayiio c60€i noJimuKuy
i AKI Hecau OCHOGHUU mAzap ii eminenHs. Boonouac na nouamky nooamo Kopomxuii
0271510 PO3BUMK) 2PEeYbKO20 CilbCbko20 cocnodapcmeaa y XIX cmonimmi nicis gilinu 3a
HezanedxcHicms I peyii 6i0 Ocmancokoi imnepii 1821 poxy 3 memor oKpecieHHs
npooIeMamuKu ma Xapakmepucmuky cepedosulyd, 8 sIKoMy 8i00y8anucs nooaibull
nooii. Ceped Hux — bopomvba Oe3zemMenbHUX CelsiH 3a OMPUMAHHS 3eMai (00iysHKa,
Hao0ama  0epicasoro  8emepaHam  GIUHU 3 HE3ANEeNHCHICMb),  NPUUHAMMA
NapIamMeHmcbKo20 3aKOHY Npo eKCNponpiayiio GeluKux MAEmKie, a maxkoddc 3YCuis
Wooo azpapHozo poscenenus micyesux cenan. LIJooo misxceoennoco nepiody, nepeo
deparcasoro nocmanu 08a macuimabti 3aeoanns. Ilo-nepue, 3a8epuieHns acpapHo20
po3cenents Oe33eMeNbHUX CeliaH, a MaKodic po3cenents 1,3 man epeybkux OidceHyis,
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AKI NpUOYIU HA MAMEPUKOBY YACMUHY KpAiHu nicisi kamacmpo@iunoi nopasxu I peyii
v eitini 3 Typewuunoio 6 Maniu A3ii y 1922 poyi. Ilo-Opyee, ycniwne supiuieHus
Hauobibwoi npobd.iemu 8 icmopii 2peybKo20 CLIbCbKO20 20CN00apCmea — 00CACHEeHHS.
camoszabe3neyenns nueHuyero, 3pOCManHs ii UpOOHUYmMea ma 3axucm 6upoOHUKIE
nulenuyi, AKi inakuwe moanu O cmamu xcepmeamu auxeapie. Kpim moeo, y misrceoennuii
nepioo OynU  3aKIA0EHI 8AXCIUBL OCHOBU PO3BUMKY 2PEYbKO20  CLlbCbKO2O
eocnooapcmea, 30Kkpema cmeopeHusi Minicmepcmea cintbcbko2o 2ocnodapcmaa,
sacuyeannsa Cinbcokozocnooapcvkoeo 6amky, eiokpumms CilbCbKo20Cnooapcbko2o
VHigepcumemy 8 AQinax, nputiHAmMms 3aKOHy npo KOONepamusu, MacuimaoHri pobomu
3 Mmeniopayii 3ement i 8NPOBAONCEHHS CYUACHOI CLIbCbKO2OCNOOAPCHKOI MEeXHIKU.
Taxooic nooano Kopomxuii 02140 PO3GUMK) 2PeYbKO20 CiIbCbKO20 20CHO0apCmed
nicaa 1940 poky, eéxmouarouu 60pomvoy 3 201000M ceped MiCYe8o20 HACeNeHHs Nio
yac HiMeywbKoi OKynayii wiisaxom 3aOesneyenHs npooosonvcmeom, pyx Onopy,
epomaoancoky giuny, okmpumny Tpymena, Ilnan Mapwanna, micito IIpoooeonvuoi ma
Cinbcorkococnooapcevkoi Opeanizayii OOH y [ peyii ma 6i00y008y Kpainu, axc 00
ecmyny Ipeyii sk noenonpagnozo unena 0o €sponelicokoco Exonomiunozo
Cniemosapucmea [ ciuns 1981 poky.

Kniwwuoei cnosa: [peyia; azpapne poscenenus Oidxcenyis, camosabesneyeHms
nuwenuyero, Meaiopayis 3emeis
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